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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

A Heartfelt Experience at Deborah

For over two decades, | have been associated with Deborah as
vendor and board member. | have witnessed firsthand the incre
work of our teams and heard countless stories of their compassi
care. However, it wasn’t until | became a patient myself that | trul
understood the profound impact Deborah has on people’s lives.

On August 30th, | found myself facing a heart catheterization, a
experience that filled me with both anxiety and trepidation. As
wife Linda and | drove to Deborah Heart and Lung Center, | coul
help but feel a mix of emotions.

Upon arrival, | was immediately greeted with warmth and compas
The security staff guided me to the appropriate area, but as | said
goodbye to Linda, | couldn’t shake the growing sense of fear. Ho
that fear quickly dissipated as | was met by the incredible nurses,
David and Amanda. Their kindness and professionalism made me
feel instantly at ease. As | looked around, | was struck by the pos
atmosphere. Nurses and staff were interacting with patients in'a
friendly and compassionate manner, creating a welcoming
environment. It was clear that everyone at Deborah was
dedicated to providing the highest level of care.

When it was time for my procedure, | was transported
by Colin, who reassured me every step of the way.

In pre-op, | met Laura, who shared my love of
pickleball, further easing my nerves.

Richard Kovach, MD, Director of Adult Cardiac
Catheterization Laboratory, and his team were
exceptional. They explained the procedure in detail
and provided me with constant reassurance. Upon
completion, they delivered the incredible news that
my procedure was a success. Dr. Kovach even took
the time to speak with Linda, explaining everything
and offering her comfort.

Deborah is a truly special place, filled with dedicated
professionals who go above and beyond to ensure the
well-being of their patients. | am honored and privileged
to serve as the Foundation Chair, and | wish everyone
good health and happiness in the coming year.

%E%&

Gary Rubin
Chairman of the Board
Deborah Hospital Foundation
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Joseph Chirichella: 2024 Red Tie Gala honoree

Joseph Chirichella, President Emeritus of Deborah Heart and Lung Center and Deborah Hospital
Foundation, was honored at the 2024 Red Tie Gala for his nearly 50-year career of leadership,
dedication, and commitment to quality patient care.

Joseph Chirichella’s journey at Deborah began 46 years ago as an administrative intern. Over

the decades, he served in numerous roles including Director of Materials Management, Assistant
Administrator, Vice-President of Operations, and eventually President and CEO. His leadership and
forward-thinking ideas helped shape the future of Deborah, but Joe consistently credits the success
of these initiatives to the teams he worked with.

During his tenure, Joe’s vision contributed to the expansion of Deborah’s campus, which included
the construction of a Medical Office Building housing community-based services such as urgent
care, pharmacy, and various provider offices. He also oversaw a $108 million expansion of the
hospital, introducing state-of-the-art critical care rooms and a respite space for staff — improvements
driven by his desire to create an environment focused on the well-being of both patients and
employees.

Collaboration and partnership have been key themes throughout Joe’s career. Under his guidance,
Deborah formed an alliance with Cleveland Clinic’s Heart, Vascular & Thoracic Institute, one of the
nation’s leading heart care institutions. Joe also played a pivotal role in developing the HeroCare
Connect" program in partnership with Cooper University Health Care, providing healthcare
navigation for active-duty military personnel, veterans, and their families. His leadership helped
bring emergency services to Deborah’s campus, ensuring a broader scope of care for the local
community.

Joe’s approach has always been grounded in humility. He provided the vision and direction, but
he has always been quick to highlight the dedication and expertise of the teams that brought
those ideas to life. Throughout his career, he remained focused on fulfilling Deborah’s mission of
delivering top-tier heart, lung, and vascular care to all, regardless of their ability to pay.

As Joe Chirichella was honored — we celebrate not only his remarkable career, but also his legacy
of leadership and service, which will continue to inspire others for years to come.

INSIDEDEBORAH | WINTER 2025






A new era begins—Introd

eborah Heart and Lung Center and “We are thrilled to welcome Jim to the Deborah

Deborah Hospital Foundation are family,” said Barbara George Johnson, Chair

pleased to announce the appointment Emeritus, Board of Trustees at Deborah Heart and

of Jim Andrews, MHL, as new Lung Center. “Jim is a visionary leader with a deep

President and Chief Executive Officer. understanding of healthcare and a commitment to
Andrews brings over two decades of experience in patient-centered care. We are confident that under
healthcare leadership, with a proven track record his leadership, Deborah will continue to build on its
of driving strategic growth, enhancing patient care, legacy of excellence”

and fostering innovation.
Andrews joins Deborah from RWJBarnabas Health,

Andrews succeeds Joseph Chirichella, who led where he served as Senior Vice President for Heart
Deborah Heart and Lung Center with distinction & Vascular and Neuroscience Service Lines. His

for many years. Mr. Chirichella is assuming role of leadership has been marked by achievements

as President Emeritus. in clinical outcomes, operational efficiency, and

service line integration.

Andrews holds a Master of Science in Healthcare
Leadership from Brown University and a Bachelor
of Science in Business Management & Information
Systems from Babson College. His expertise and
contributions to the healthcare industry have earned
him recognition, including election to the Vizient®
Cardiovascular Service Line Strategic Network and
appointments to several industry boards.

“l am honored and excited to join Deborah Heart
and Lung Center and Deborah Hospital Foundation
as its next President and CEO,” said Andrews.
“Deborah has a storied history of excellence in
cardiovascular and pulmonary care, and | am
committed to leading this incredible institution into
its next chapter of growth and innovation. | look
forward to working with the talented team at
Deborah to continue delivering exceptional
care to our patients and community.”

Jim Andrews, MHL

President and CEO

Deborah Heart and Lung Center
Deborah Hospital Foundation



enowned psychologist, author, retired

college professor, and former NFL

player for the Philadelphia Eagles,

Lem Burnham, Ph.D., has been elected

Chairman of the Board of Trustees for
Deborah Heart and Lung Center. Dr. Burnham
brings a unique blend of academic, psychological,
and athletic experience to this leadership role.

With an extensive career as a psychologist, he
has made a profound impact on mental health
and the field of sports psychology. As a published
author, Dr. Burnham has shared his insights and
expertise with a wider audience. His tenure as a
college professor has provided him with valuable
leadership and mentorship skills. Additionally, his
experience as an NFL player for the Philadelphia
Eagles and subsequent career as a team
psychologist for several notable professional

Lem Burnham, Ph.D.
Chairman of the Board of Trustees
Deborah Heart and Lung Center

ucing our new leadership

sports teams, has instilled in him a strong
understanding of high-performance environments
and the importance of mental well-being.

As Chairman of the Board of Trustees,

Dr. Burnham will oversee the strategic direction
of Deborah Heart and Lung Center, ensuring that
the organization continues to provide exceptional
healthcare services to the community. His diverse
background and deep commitment to self-
improvement and mental health make him

a valuable asset to the Deborah team.

Congratulations, Dr. Burnham!
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Deborah hosts the

—uture

Offering middle school students a peek “behind the scenes” at the hospital

eborah Heart and Lung Center

recently welcomed a dozen

middle school students from the

Pemberton Township Future

Physician’s Enrichment Program.
The students — who participated in a six-week
after-school program hosted by The Center for
Youth Outreach in Pemberton Borough — used
Deborah as a celebratory endcap to the program.

The Future Physicians’ Enrichment Program is
designed to engage middle school students, into
considering enrollment in the school district’s
Medical Arts Academy, with an eye towards a
career in medicine.

Deborah’s team featured seven presenters
from various hospital departments, including
administration, cardiac rehab, pharmacy,
nursing, and respiratory care. They covered a
broad range of topics, offering insights into the
hospital’s behind-the-scenes operations, the
unique role of a hospital pharmacy compared
to a local drug store, and the responsibilities
and certifications across different roles.
Students were actively engaged, asking pointed
questions about education requirements, salary
expectations, and work-life balance.

The Center for Youth Outreach Director, Jasmine
Poole said: “l am so happy to have the kids

here today to see that there are so many career
opportunities that don’t necessarily require an
advanced degree. | want them to know that
there are good-paying jobs and at a hospital that

INSIDEDEBORAH | WINTER 2025

is right here in their own town. This is a great
chance for them to interact with the staff here.”

Two high points of the event included Poole
surprising LaQuan Sheffield Washington with
recognition of his hard work during a white coat
ceremony, in which Deborah President and CEO
(Emeritus) Joseph Chirichella assisted.

“LaQuan, who is a student at Pemberton
Township’s Helen A. Fort Middle School, was
named Future Physician of the Year. This
accolade highlights his exceptional dedication
and hard work, both in the classroom and
during hands-on clinical practices. LaQuan’s
ability to effectively apply six weeks of acquired
knowledge in practical settings showcases

his commitment to the field. With aspirations

of becoming a future cardiologist, LaQuan’s
achievements underscore his passion and
potential in the medical profession,” said Poole.

The second high point was Deborah’s nursing
team hosting a hands-on non-invasive blood
pressure and pulse oximetry mini teaching clinic
with the students.

“This is a great opportunity to help nurture

the next generation of medical professionals,”
said Deborah’s Director of Volunteer Services,
Cyndy Kornfeld, LPN. “This program matches
Deborah’s vision of promoting itself as a center
of educational excellence as well as a robust
community partner. We are so proud to have
hosted the students here today.”

Phy



/Sicians’

—nrichment
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Jaworski's generosity powers |

Deborah Hospital Foundation receives significant donation
from Ron & Liz Jaworski’s Jaws Youth Playbook Foundation

n October 21, 2024, Deborah Hospital Foundation received a
generous $100,000 donation from the Jaws Youth Playbook
Foundation, founded by Ron and Liz Jaworski. The donation
will directly support Deborah’s Children of the World™ Pediatric
Cardiology program.

The presentation took place at Deborah, in front of the nurse’s station that is
dedicated in honor of Ron and Liz. This significant gift underscores the Jaworskis’
deep commitment to improving the lives of children and their enduring support for
Deborah Hospital.

Ron Jaworski, a legendary NFL quarterback and renowned sports analyst, has
long been a prominent figure in the Philadelphia region. His illustrious football
career with the Philadelphia Eagles solidified his status as one of the greatest
quarterbacks of all time. Post-NFL, Jaworski transitioned seamlessly into the
world of sports broadcasting, becoming a highly respected analyst known for his
insightful commentary and sharp analysis.

Beyond his athletic and broadcasting endeavors, Ron and Liz Jaworski are
dedicated philanthropists who actively support various charitable causes,
particularly those benefiting children. Their Jaws Youth Playbook Foundation is
committed to empowering young people through character education, leadership
development, and athletic training.

Deborah Hospital Foundation is immensely grateful for the Jaworskis’ continued
support. This generous donation will significantly impact the Children of the World™
Pediatric Cardiology program. The program provides comprehensive cardiac care
to children, with no out-of-pocket cost to the patient. These young patients often
face complex heart conditions that require specialized treatment and expertise
through adulthood. The program also contributes to advancements in pediatric
cardiology through research and education.

Deborah Hospital Foundation is honored to have the friendship and support
of individuals like Ron and Liz Jaworski. Their generosity and commitment to
improving the health and well-being of others is inspiring.

From left: Jim Andrews, President and CEO, Deborah Heart and Lung Center and Deborah Hospital Foundation;
Ron Jaworski, Member, Board of Directors, Deborah Hospital Foundation, Liz Jaworski, and Steve Toal, Chief
Development Officer, Deborah Hospital Foundation
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ediatric cardiology at Deborah

deborahfoundation.org | 609-893-0100



1"

The power of

through ¢/

he power of philanthropy shines

brightest through the dedication

of our volunteers. Their selfless

commitment is a vital resource for

Deborah’s success as a hospital in
our rural community, bringing warmth to every
patient and making a meaningful impact on
countless lives.

“Deborah is a part of my life. As a patient,
when | retired, | felt inspired to volunteer and
give back to a hospital who has given so much
to me,” said Susan Riis.

Cyndy Kornfeld, Director of Volunteer Services,
has led the volunteers department for more
than 15 years. Her leadership has been pivotal
in expanding Deborah’s community outreach,
implementing successful initiatives, and
fostering strong community relationships.

Herb Miller | Volunteer | Deborah Heart and Lung Center
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hi anthropy

“l find my purpose in life is to help people —it’s
a calling — and Deborah has saved many of my
friends’ lives. That’s why | volunteer,” explained
Angelica Ruffin.

From the moment a patient walks through
Deborah’s doors, they are greeted by our
volunteers like Herb, Susan, and Angelica, who
provide support and guidance for all patients
who visit the center. The Volunteers Services
department welcomes new volunteers who
are ready to make a difference at Deborah, to
our patients, and with the community.

So, what are you waiting for? Start making a
difference today by becoming a volunteer!
Contact Cyndy Kornfeld at 609-893-3372

to find out how you can get involved today.
Our volunteers are the core of our team, and
their hands-on contributions are invaluable,
reflecting the essence of Deborah’s mission-
demonstrating that there is no price on life.



“Volunteering my time has
been rewarding, and I have
made friendships that have
enriched my life.”

Susan Riis | Volunteer
Deborah Heart and Lung Center

“I love volunteering at
Deborah because I know
they’re committed to
saving lives.”

Angelica Ruffin | Volunteer
Deborah Heart and Lung Center

Please contact Cyndy Kornfeld at 609-893-3372
to get more information about Deborah’s
volunteer opportunities.

deborahfoundation.org | 609-893-0100
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A patient’s journey from heart

surgery 1o

inda Minnella’s life was a ballet of
strength and resilience, marked by a
grand pirouette when fate unexpectedly
threw her off balance. As a vibrant,
50-year-old dance instructor, her world
was a harmonious blend of movement and melody.
Yet, a seemingly innocuous discomfort during a
routine workout shattered this idyllic rhythm.

The diagnosis was a shockwave that reverberated
through her life: a 100% blockage of her left
anterior artery demanded immediate surgical
intervention. As a single mother of four, the weight
of this news was compounded by the uncertainty
of medical bills. But Deborah Hospital Foundation,
which supports Deborah Heart and Lung Center,
with its compassionate non-billing policy, became
her unexpected savior, offering a lifeline amidst the
storm.

Surgery was a curtain call, and recovery, a
demanding encore. With the tenacity of a seasoned
dancer, Linda defied the odds, returning to the stage
of life, teaching tap just six weeks post-operation. Her
experience at Deborah ignited a flame of gratitude,
transforming her into a beacon of hope for fellow
heart patients. As a volunteer with the Zipper Club,

If you want to join Linda and many others to:

advocacy

she shared her story, offering solace and strength
to those navigating the same challenging path.

Beyond her role as a comforter, Linda became

a champion for Deborah. She orchestrated
fundraising events, her energy as infectious

as the rhythm of her tap shoes. Her generosity
extended beyond monetary contributions; she
became a living testament to the hospital’s care,
inspiring others through her unwavering spirit. A
turning point arrived when Linda learned about
creating a lasting legacy through estate planning.
Without hesitation, she included Deborah
Hospital Foundation as a beneficiary in her

will, solidifying her status in the Heritage Circle
Society and her commitment to the institution
that had given her a second chance.

Today, Linda’s life is a beautiful blend of health
and philanthropy. She continues to inspire, to
teach, and to give back. Her story is a living
masterpiece, a testament to the human spirit’s
capacity to overcome adversity and to find
purpose in helping others. As the curtain falls on
each day, Linda’s heart, once threatened, now
beats in perfect harmony with her soul, a rhythm
of gratitude and grace.

« Create a free-of-charge will or estate plan through FreeWill

+ Receive bequest information to take to your estate attorney

« Include a gift to DHF in your plans

« Let us know that Deborah is already included in your
plans so we may thank you properly and welcome you

into Deborah’s Heritage Circle Society

Contact Ellen Krivchenia, Director of Legacy
and Gift Planning at (609) 893-0100 or
ekrivchenia@deborahfoundation.org

ofafifoLrcartior orc) 230)2)=232)23.0)10)0)



Pictured above: Deborah Heart and Lung Center’s Director of Volunteer Services, Cyndy Kornfeld, along with brothers, Gregory and Chris
Cuneo, their parents, Amelia and Joseph Cuneo, and Doreen Liller, Event Coordinator, Deborah Heart and Lung Center.
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hilanthropy often manifests in traditional

forms: monetary donations, volunteer

hours, or event driven fundraisers. But

sometimes, the most impactful giving

emerges from unexpected sources. Such
is the case with brothers Chris and Greg Cuneo,
whose unique philanthropic journey is as captivating
as a classic horror film.

Their shared love for the macabre began innocently.
Chris recalls, “My grandma would babysit me, and
we’d bond over shows like Scooby-Doo and Casper
the Friendly Ghost. It ignited a spark of fascination.”
For Greg, the horror genre took hold with the
cinematic thrill of the original Gremlins.

From this shared passion emerged a desire to make
a difference in people’s lives. “We wanted to create
a lasting impact,” Chris explains. “Inspired by two
horror icons, George Romero and Alice Cooper

— both born on February 4th, which also happens

to be during Heart Month — we initially launched

| Heart Horror Day as a registered holiday. In
remembrance of George Romero, whose battle with
lung disease made Deborah’s mission particularly
poignant, we decided to create a fundraising event.”

This unconventional approach to philanthropy was
born from a desire to challenge norms. “We aimed to
transform our love of the horror genre into a force for
good,” Greg says. By rallying friends, family, and the
community, they transformed their eerie fascination
into a powerful platform for positive change.

The brothers’ entrepreneurial spirit was essential

to their success. “Chris’s outgoing nature and our
involvement in conventions and community groups
were instrumental,” Greg shares. “People embraced
our idea of turning a perceived negative into a
powerful force for good.”

Make a difference today by supporting two heartfelt
causes, Deborah Hospital Foundation and / Heart
Horror Day, as we aim to reach our new goal of
$17,000. Purchase a ticket or sponsorship using the
QR code, or contact Doreen Liller, Event Coordinator,
Deborah Heart and Lung Center, at 609-893-3372
to contribute.

Despite initial financial constraints, their determination
and community support brought their vision to life.
“Starting from scratch, we’ve grown | Heart Horror
Day into a meaningful event,” says Greg. “Knowing
we’re helping cardiac, pulmonary, and vascular
patients is incredibly rewarding.”

The third annual I Heart Horror Day event will

be held on February 1, 2025, at Sayreville Senior
Citizen Center located at 423 Main St. Sayreville, NJ
08872. Chris and Greg’s goal is to double this year’s
fundraising total of $8,610, with all event proceeds
going to treat Deborah’s patients.

Beyond raising funds, Chris and Greg aspire to
create a lasting movement. “We want | Heart Horror
Day to inspire others to find their own unique ways
to make a difference,” they say.

Their story is a testament to the power of passion,
perseverance, and community. By transforming a
shared interest into a force for good, Chris and Greg
have proven that even in the darkest corners of the
imagination, there is room for hope and compassion.

Your support makes a
meaningful impact, helping
to shine the light of hope
for cardiac, pulmonary, and
vascular patients!

deborahfoundation.org | 609-893-0100



Gift annuity

rates

are at their highest
in over a decade.

It's a great time to consider the gift
that pays you: a charitable gift annuity.

Payout rates are higher than they
have been in more than a decade,
making now a great time to consider
this gift that benefits you and
Deborah Hospital Foundation.

This amazing gift provides you with
stable, regular income — regardless
of the economy. After your lifetime,
the remaining amount becomes part
of your legacy at Deborah, allowing
us to thrive far into the future.

How It Works:

With a gift annuity, you make a
donation using cash, marketable
securities, or other assets, and we,
in turn, pay you a fixed amount for
life (and the lifetime of a loved one,
if you choose).

For Example:

Carolyn, 72, transfers $25,000 to
establish a charitable gift annuity.
She will receive lifetime annual
payments of $1,650, a rate of 6.6%.

Exciting option for you! If you are
70" or older, you can now make
a one-time election for a qualified
charitable distribution of up to
$53,000 (without being taxed)

from your IRA to fund a gift annuity.
This can also satisfy all or part of
your required minimum distribution
(RMD) that begins at age 73. Some
limitations apply, so contact Ellen
Krivchenia for more details.

Sample Gift Annuity Rate Chart
(as of Jan. 1, 2024)

Age | Cament | Prevous
65 57% 5.4%
70 6.3% 5.9%
75 7.0% 6.6%
80 81% 7.6%
85 9.1% 87%
90+ 10.1% 9.7%

Additional Benefits:
With this gift, you'll also enjoy:

- A partial income tax charitable
deduction for your gift when you
itemize.

» Part of each payment being
income tax-free throughout your
estimated life expectancy.

Rates are slightly lower for two-life annuities, and are subject to change.
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TIP: Consider Giving Appreciated
Assets

Funding a gift annuity with
appreciated assets, such as
securities, will not only provide you
with reliable payments for life and
allow you to support our work, but
it can offer financial benefits. You
will receive a federal income tax
charitable deduction (when you
itemize) in the year the gift is made,
and eliminate part of the capital
gains tax you would have paid if
selling the securities.

Request Your Personalized
Example

We would be happy to send you

a free, no-obligation calculation
showing you the increased benefits
you can receive from a gift annuity.
Your personalized calculation will
include your potential income tax
charitable deduction and our annual
payments to you for life.

Contact:

Ellen Krivchenia

609-893-0100
ekrivchenia@deborahfoundation.org
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4 simple ways to give
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Your contribution to Deborah Hospital Foundation supports its charitable mission and is tax deductible to the full extent allowable.
Deborah Hospital Foundation is a 501(c)3, tax ID number 22-2049500. To unsubscribe from Foundation publications and
communications, send an email with your request to development@deborahfoundation.org or call 609-893-0100.




Your continued support empowers us to
maintain healthcare excellence, ensuring the
best medical outcomes for our patients.

Introducing Deborah Hospital Foundation’s Get started by selecting a recurring gift level
Monthly Giving Program. Your scheduled gifts in our Monthly Giving Program today!
provide:
« Consistent Support: Monthly donations provide "
a reliable source of funding, allowing us to { ’
plan ahead, implement long-term projects,
1 i i Volunteer Club Heart Savers Club 100 Club
and resand swiftly to emerging needs in our $25/month $50/month $100/month
community.

« Maximized Impact: Even a small monthly o (o) o . bonor's Club
onor's Clu
contribution adds up over time. 5 : “® S Surprise us
. T . with a monthly
« Convenience and Flexibility: Scheduling a ” I " donation amount

. . L choosing.
Determine a donation amount that is right Founders Club g

monthly donation is easy and hassle-free.
$250/month

for you!

Annually, Deborah Hospital Foundation relies on support of individuals, corporations,
foundations, and organizations to remain at the forefront of medical advancements.

Our Charity Navigator 100% Four-Star rating showcases Deborah Hospital
Foundation as a beacon of financial efficiency, sustainability, and trustworthiness—
allowing YOU to invest your philanthropic dollars with confidence.

Begin your monthly investment today at www.deborahfoundation.org/donate

& Debo rah DeborahFoundation.org

» Hospital Foundation 609-893-0100




