
On the exterior of the Olsen Family Patient Care Pavilion – Deborah’s Living Wall represents the continuous 
cycle of life, growth, and renewal, mirroring the body’s own journey toward healing
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Deborah earns 100% and a Four-Star rating, 
showcasing as a beacon of financial efficiency, 
sustainability, and trustworthiness. 
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As we celebrate the opening of The Olsen Family Patient Care Pavilion, I am thrilled to introduce you to  
a truly special feature: our breathtaking Living Wall.

More than just a beautiful addition, this vibrant tapestry of nature serves a vital purpose. It enhances the 
aesthetic appeal of our new space, creating a more welcoming and calming environment for our patients and 
their families. Rooted in biophilic design, this living ecosystem works to improve air quality and has the potential 
to reduce stress and anxiety, fostering a more tranquil healing atmosphere.

Beyond its practical benefits, the Living Wall embodies the very spirit of Deborah. Its continuous cycle of life, 
growth, and renewal mirrors the journey of our patients towards healthier lives. It symbolizes resilience, rebirth, 
and the second chances that compassionate medical care provides.

Maintaining this living testament to care requires ongoing support. Your generous contributions to  
Deborah Hospital Foundation will help us sustain this remarkable feature, ensuring it continues to provide 
comfort, inspiration, and a tangible connection to nature for all who enter our doors.

Thank you for your unwavering commitment to Deborah. Together, we are making a profound difference in  
the lives of our patients.



O
n May 14th, nearly 200 donors and 
invited guests attended the dedication 
of The Olsen Family Patient Care 
Pavilion at Deborah Heart and 
Lung Center. This event marked a 

transformative moment for Deborah, representing a 
significant step forward in our commitment to providing 
world-class cardiac, pulmonary, and vascular care. The 
new building is a key part of Deborah100: The Project.

Jim Andrews, President and CEO of Deborah Heart 
and Lung Center, emphasized the importance of the 
expansion. “The Olsen Family Patient Care Pavilion 
is more than just a building; it represents a natural 
step in Deborah’s evolution,” he stated. “It embodies 
our dedication to people-centered care, providing an 
environment that promotes healing, dignity, and hope. 
This Pavilion will empower our exceptional clinical 
team to continue delivering the life-saving care that 
defines Deborah.”

With the opening of the new pavilion, Deborah is 
elevating the inpatient experience through 36 private 
suites. These thoughtfully designed spaces reflect 
our commitment to personalized, comfortable, and 
safe care, aligning with the highest standards in 
healthcare. Each suite is equipped with sophisticated 
negative/positive air pressure systems, empowering 
our clinical team to provide optimal isolation for 
immunocompromised patients and effectively control 
infectious disease. The new patient floors embrace a 
wellness philosophy, centered on family involvement 
and a healing ambiance created by abundant 
natural light, soothing colors, and tactile elements. 
Features such as sound-dampening materials and 
enhanced natural light contribute to a more peaceful 
and restorative environment, potentially leading to 
shorter hospital stays. Loved ones will appreciate 
the convenience of a daybed/window seat, while 
patients can enjoy large picture windows overlooking 
the serene wooded campus, a personal flat-screen 

television, a private bathroom and shower, individual 
lighting controls, a cutting-edge adjustable medical 
bed, and secure storage. Medical necessities, including 
gases and advanced technology, are intentionally 
concealed to promote a calm and reassuring 
atmosphere for our patients. 

This innovative campus expansion was made possible 
by a lead gift from Greg Olsen, the largest donor to 
Deborah100: The Campaign. The Pavilion is dedicated 
in his honor, acknowledging his significant impact on 
future patients and families.

Lem Burnham, Chairman, Board of Trustees of 
Deborah Heart and Lung Center, highlighted the 
collaborative effort behind the project. “Today, we 
celebrate not only a magnificent new facility but also 
the power of community and shared purpose,”  
Dr. Burnham noted. “This Pavilion strengthens 
Deborah's position as a leading institution in 
cardiovascular and pulmonary care.” 

Gary Rubin, Chairman of the Board of Directors of 
Deborah Hospital Foundation, expressed gratitude 
for the philanthropic support of Deborah’s mission. 
“The dedication of The Olsen Family Patient Care 
Pavilion is a testament to the transformative power 
of philanthropy,” said Mr. Rubin. “This new facility will 
significantly enhance the patient experience, and we 
are deeply grateful for his friendship.”

Naming opportunities remain for those wishing to have 
their legacies recognized at Deborah. Contact the 
Deborah Hospital Foundation at 609-893-0100 to learn 
more. Your contribution will help ensure Deborah’s 
continued excellence in care for future generations.
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  A NEW DAWN FOR DEBORAH: 

Celebrating the Olsen Family Patient Care Pavilion

Below, Greg Olsen, cutting the ribbon at the dedication of The Olsen Family Patient Care Pavilion joined by  
our valued philanthropic supporters, distinguished public dignitaries, Deborah Board members, and senior executive 
leadership team.

“I am deeply honored to be a part of Deborah's incredible legacy. Witnessing the tangible 
impact of this new Pavilion, knowing it will provide comfort and healing to so many, is truly 
humbling. My family and I believe in the vital work that Deborah does, and we are proud to 
support their continued evolution.”–Greg Olsen

Want to see video highlights 
from the dedication?  
Scan the QR code.
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PIONEERING CARDIAC INNOVATION:

Transforming Tricuspid   regurgitation care
THE FOUNDATION’S SUPPORT is instrumental in 
empowering Deborah Heart and Lung Center to 
remain at the forefront of cardiovascular medicine. 
The Foundation’s dedication to funding innovative 
technologies and research initiatives directly translates 
into improved patient outcomes and enhanced quality 
of life. Through the generosity of its donors, the 
Foundation facilitates the acquisition of state-of-the-art 
equipment, the development of pioneering treatment 
protocols, and the expansion of educational programs 
for both medical professionals and patients.

The Foundation’s support of the TriClip™ program 
exemplifies its commitment to advancing minimally 
invasive cardiac care. 

By investing in this groundbreaking technology, 
the Foundation is directly contributing to the 
transformation of lives, enabling patients to experience 
significant symptom relief, reduced hospitalizations, 
and a return to a more active and fulfilling lifestyle.

The success of the new Tricuspid 
Regurgitation program at 
Deborah Heart and Lung Center 
is a testament to the institution’s 
commitment to innovation and 
people-centered care. This 

commitment is further bolstered by the invaluable 
support of the Deborah Hospital Foundation.

At Deborah Heart and Lung Center, a legacy of 
compassionate care intertwines seamlessly with 
a relentless pursuit of medical innovation. This 
commitment to advancing cardiovascular medicine is 
exemplified by the groundbreaking implementation 
of two new transcatheter-based technologies to 
treat this growing disease. The first technology is an 
edge-to-edge repair (T-TEER) procedure utilizing the 
TriClip™ system, a revolutionary approach to treating 
tricuspid regurgitation (TR). The second technology 
is a transcatheter tricuspid valve replacement (TTVR) 
using the newly approved EVOQUE™ device. Both 
procedures, executed with meticulous precision by 
Deborah’s expert interventional cardiology team, 
involve the percutaneous delivery via a catheter guided 
by advanced imaging techniques to the tricuspid valve.

In the instance of TriClip™, the device’s clip mechanism 
is deployed to approximate the valve leaflets, effectively 
reducing regurgitation. This meticulous repair restores 
proper blood flow, alleviating the heart’s workload and 
mitigating the patient’s symptoms. For 
EVOQUE™, the system introduces a 
transformative approach by completely 
replacing the malfunctioning tricuspid 
valve through a minimally invasive 
catheter-based procedure. This state-of-
the-art technology offers new treatment 
for our patients with severe tricuspid 
disease, enhancing valve function and 
improving quality of life without the need 
for open-heart surgery.

“Both procedures have demonstrated a remarkable 
100% technical success rate in all cases performed 
at Deborah,” affirms Muhammad Raza, MD, a leading 
interventional cardiologist at the institution. This 
achievement signifies not merely a technical triumph, 
but a profound advancement in patient outcomes, 
resonating deeply with those seeking relief from the 
debilitating effects of TR.

Tricuspid regurgitation, a condition characterized by 
the tricuspid valve’s inability to close properly, results 
in the backflow of blood into the right atrium. This 
imposes a significant burden on the heart, leading to 
a cascade of symptoms including dyspnea, fatigue, 
peripheral edema, and, in severe cases, ascites. 
Historically, treatment options for TR have been limited, 
often requiring open-heart surgery with its associated 
risks and prolonged recovery. However, the Deborah 
Tricuspid Regurgitation program has ushered in a new 
era of minimally invasive intervention.

Dr. Raza elaborates on the profound impact of this 
innovation: “We have observed consistent and 
significant reductions in tricuspid regurgitation across 
all patients, transforming severe cases into trace or 
mild residual leakage. This is particularly transformative 
for patients with a history of heart failure and frequent 
hospitalizations. Our goal for the program is to 
drastically reduce readmission rates and substantially 
enhance our patients’ overall quality of life.”

The minimally invasive nature of the TriClip™ and 
EVOQUE™ procedures translates to a remarkably swift 
recovery for patients. Many are discharged within 24 
hours, allowing them to resume their daily activities with 
renewed vigor and improved cardiac function. This rapid 
recovery underscores the procedure's transformative 
potential, enabling patients to reclaim their lives with 
minimal disruption.

Scan the QR code to learn  
more about TriClip™ at Deborah. 

Dr. Muhammad Raza, center, with the interventional cardiology team



I was diagnosed with a complex heart condition requiring emergency double bypass surgery. 
Deborah’s renowned physicians and state-of-the-art technology gave me a second chance at life.  
I underwent the life-saving procedure, and thanks to Deborah, I’m back to doing what I love – fishing 
and spending precious time with my loved ones.

From the moment I walked through the doors, I felt like family. The entire team – doctors, nurses, and  
staff – provided not just expert medical care, but genuine compassion and concern. Deborah’s 
commitment to people-centered care is truly remarkable. The doctors focus on you as a whole person, 
not just your symptoms. They take the time to understand your individual needs, ensuring your 
treatment plan is tailored specifically for you.

Deborah provides this exceptional care without any out-of-pocket expense to patients – a truly 
incredible gift. And that’s why I’m writing to you today.

Join me in honoring the physicians who make Deborah such a special place. Your gift to the Deborah 
Hospital Foundation, no matter the size, will make a tremendous impact. It’s a way to express gratitude 
for the exceptional care received and ensure that Deborah can continue its life-saving mission for 
generations to come.

Your contribution helps Deborah invest in cutting-edge technology, attract world-class physicians, and 
maintain the highest standards of care. When you give to Deborah, you’re not just making a donation – 
you’re investing in an organization dedicated to saving lives.

Together, we can ensure that no patient ever faces a heart, lung, or vascular health crisis alone. 

With heartfelt gratitude,

Jim Gardinella 

Grateful Patient and Donor

7	 INSIDEDEBORAH  |  SUMMER 2025  DeborahFoundation.org  |  609-893-0100

PHILANTHROPY AT WORK

Hi, my name is Jim, and I’m a husband and father who cherishes every 
moment with my family. Not long ago, a serious health crisis threatened  
all of that. When I started experiencing chest pain and shortness of breath, 
I knew something was seriously wrong. Thankfully, my family doctor was 
familiar with the world-class expertise of Deborah Heart and Lung Center  
and referred me there immediately. 

My                thanks 
and special request

“I’ll never forget their kindness–everyone in the hospital, and their personal 
commitment to making sure I could return to my family.”–Jim Gardinella

Scan the QR code
or donate on-line at: 
www.deborahfoundation.org



A
fter more than four decades of 
dedicated service, Joseph (Joe) Manni, 
former Executive Vice President and 
Chief Operating Officer (COO), has 
retired, leaving behind an indelible 

legacy of visionary leadership and transformative 
impact at Deborah Heart and Lung Center. His 
departure marks the culmination of an extraordinary 
career, one that has profoundly shaped the 
institution and positioned it for continued success  
in the years to come.

Joe’s tenure at Deborah was characterized 
by a profound commitment to patient care, a 
dedication that permeated every aspect of his 
work. His proactive approach ensured that every 
individual received the highest quality of care, 
while his leadership inspired a culture of excellence 
throughout the organization.

His career trajectory at Deborah is a testament to his 
exceptional abilities and dedication. Beginning as 
Director of Materials Management he progressed to, 
Administrator of the Deborah Research Institute and 
Director of Support Services before assuming the 
role of COO at both the Center and the Foundation. 
This diverse experience provided him with a 
comprehensive understanding of the institution’s 
operations, enabling him to guide Deborah’s 

strategic growth and ensure the sustainability of its 
mission and vision.

In 1985, while at a Deborah event, Joe met Lori, a 
nurse working in the Surgical Intensive Care Unit 
(SICU). From this serendipitous meeting, Joe and 
Lori’s love turned into over 35-years of marriage 
producing two amazing sons, Brandon and Ryan.  

Beyond the formal duties of his position, Joe’s 
leadership was defined by his personal connection 
with the Deborah community. He made everyone 
feel valued and empowered, mentoring countless 
individuals and inspiring a passion for excellence. 
His leadership went beyond strategic decisions—
it fostered action, unity, and a lasting vision for 
Deborah Heart and Lung Center. 

In recognition of his extraordinary contributions, Joe 
will be the honoree at the 2025 Red Tie Gala. This 
event will serve as a celebration of his remarkable 
career, his dedication to quality patient care, and his 
leadership abilities.

As he looks forward to spending more time with his 
family, pursuing personal interests, and embracing 
the joys of retirement, one thing remains certain: the 
impact he has had on Deborah will be remembered 
for years to come.

A Legacy of Leadership:

Joseph Manni’s 
Remarkable Career
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L
et’s be real – the word “donation” can 
sometimes feel intimidating. You hear it, 
and suddenly, you’re picturing a massive 
checkbook and a dizzying number of 
zeros. But here at Deborah Hospital 

Foundation, we want to change that perception. 
Because at its heart, philanthropy isn’t about 
big numbers, it’s about big hearts. It’s about 
recognizing that even the smallest gesture can 
have a profound impact. 

Whether you’re giving a few dollars, volunteering 
your time, or simply sharing Deborah’s story, you’re 
making a tangible difference. You’re becoming 
a vital part of our mission to provide world-class 
cardiac, vascular, and pulmonary care to everyone 
who needs it, with no out-of-pocket cost.

But we understand – there are myths out there that 
can make giving seem daunting. So, let’s set the 
record straight:

Myth #1: Philanthropy is only for the wealthy.

Absolutely not! We all have the capacity to 
be philanthropists. As our Deborah Hospital 
Foundation Chairman wisely said, “Don’t give till it 
hurts, give until it makes you feel good.” It’s about 
giving what you can that matters.

Think of it as planting seeds. A single seed might 
seem small, but a garden full of them? That’s where 
the magic happens. Your consistent support, no 
matter the size, creates a blooming garden for 
Deborah, enabling us to provide life-saving care 
year after year.

Myth #2: Donations go to overhead costs.

We hear this one a lot! Understand that there is 
always a cost to raise a dollar, there has to be. But 
at Deborah Hospital Foundation that cost is minimal 
– literally pennies on the dollar. The Foundation is 
committed to financial transparency and efficiency 
and has strict policies in place to ensure that your 
generous contributions go directly to what matters 
most: patient care. Our stellar Charity Navigator 
score of 100% with a Four-Star rating verifies 
our commitment to financial responsibility and 
trustworthiness. 

Every dollar you give translates into direct support 
for those battling heart, lung, and vascular 
diseases. You’re funding cutting-edge treatments, 
state-of-the-art equipment, and compassionate 
care that transforms lives. You can have complete 
confidence that your investment is making a real 
difference.

Myth #3: Only cash donations matter.

While financial support is essential, there are 
several ways to contribute to Deborah’s mission. 
Volunteering your time, sharing your stories on 
social media, or simply telling a friend about our 
work – these acts of kindness are invaluable. They 
build community, raise awareness, and provide 
support that money simply can’t buy.

Myth #4: You get nothing in return.

Think of your contribution to Deborah as a 
philanthropic investment. And like any good 
investment, it yields a powerful return. But this 
return isn’t measured in dollars and cents. It’s 
measured in lives saved, families remaining intact, 
with bright futures and hope restored.

When you give to Deborah, you’re not just making 
a donation; you’re making a profound investment 
in the health and well-being of your community. 
You’re giving someone a second chance at 
life. You’re offering assurance where there was 
once fear. And that, dear friends, is a return on 
investment that’s truly priceless.

So, the next time you hear “Would you like to 
make a donation?” –at Deborah, remember 
it’s not about a million-dollar check. It’s about 
joining a community of caring individuals who are 
passionate about making a difference. It’s about 
investing in lives and experiencing the profound  
joy of giving.

PHILANTHROPY AT WORK: 

 Debunking the myths

Sarah Daniscsak
Director of Annual Giving
Deborah Hospital Foundation

Every garden starts with a single seed—just like every gift sparks 

innovation at Deborah Heart and Lung Center. Your generosity fuels 

groundbreaking care. Every seed you plant, no matter how small, 

contributes to a powerful legacy of compassion.
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Deborah Hospital Foundation’s new Executive  
Vice President and Chief Philanthropy Officer

D
eborah Hospital Foundation announced 
the promotion of Steve Toal to Executive 
Vice President & Chief Philanthropy 
Officer. This advancement recognizes 
Mr. Toal’s exemplary leadership and 

significant impact on the Foundation’s fundraising 
initiatives, reinforcing its position as one of the  
nation’s leading philanthropic organizations.

Toal, who joined Deborah in 2011, brings over 35  
years of extensive fundraising experience to his 
expanded role. Throughout his tenure, the Foundation 
has successfully secured over $150 million in 
philanthropic support, enabling Deborah Heart and 
Lung Center to uphold its mission of providing world-
class comprehensive heart, lung, and vascular care 
with no out-of-pocket costs to patients.

“Steve’s dedication and strategic vision have been 
instrumental in driving the Foundation’s remarkable 
growth,” stated Jim Andrews, President & CEO, 
Deborah Heart and Lung Center/Deborah Hospital 
Foundation. “His commitment to our mission and his 
ability to cultivate relationships with donors nationwide 
have profoundly impacted the lives of our patients.”

Under Toal’s strategic leadership, the Foundation has 
achieved notable milestones. The Foundation became 
the first hospital foundation in New Jersey to receive 
a 4-star rating and a perfect 100/100 score from 
Charity Navigator, demonstrating its commitment to 

transparency and accountability. The Foundation  
was also recognized as the 2024 Nonprofit of the  
Year by NJBIZ, highlighting its reputation and 
significant community impact.

“Steve’s commitment to ethical fundraising and his 
ability to inspire philanthropic support have been 
pivotal in achieving these accolades,” said Gary Rubin, 
Chairman, Board of Directors, Deborah Hospital 
Foundation. “His leadership has fostered a culture 
of excellence and positioned Deborah as a national 
philanthropic leader.”

“I am particularly proud of the professionals within 
the Foundation, and feel fortunate to work alongside 
such a talented and dedicated team. I look forward 
to working closely with our hospital leadership, board 
members, and donors to build on this momentum, 
ensuring Deborah remains at the forefront of medical 
discovery and a source of hope for patients and 
families for generations to come”, said Toal.

John Ruga joins Deborah Hospital Foundation 
Board of Directors

D
eborah Hospital Foundation is pleased  
to announce the appointment of  
John Ruga, Founder & Chief Executive 
Officer of Northeast Precast, Inc., to its 
Board of Directors. Ruga brings a wealth 

of business acumen, a proven track record of success, 
and a strong commitment to community service that 
will help guide our Foundation team. 

Ruga has steered Northeast Precast to significant 
success, establishing it as a leading force in the 
precast concrete industry across the region. His 
strategic leadership and forward-thinking vision 
have been instrumental in the company’s sustained 
growth and sterling reputation. Alongside him in 
this business venture and life, is his wife Lorie Ruga, 
Chief Operations Officer of Northeast Precast. Their 
combined efforts, a testament to their partnership and 
shared dedication, have made Northeast Precast the 
successful and respected company that it is today.

Beyond his professional achievements, Ruga is 
known for his dedication to philanthropic endeavors 
within the local community and beyond. His actions 
demonstrate a deep-seated desire to give back and 
make a tangible difference in the lives of others. 
Furthermore, his Christian faith plays a significant role 
influencing his values, guiding his ethical approach to 
business, and in forming his approach to service.  
This foundation of faith underscores his commitment 
to compassion and helping those in need.

“I am incredibly excited and honored to join the 
Deborah Hospital Foundation Board of Directors,” 
Ruga said. “Deborah’s mission to provide exceptional 
cardiac, pulmonary, and vascular care to patients, 
regardless of their financial circumstances, is 
truly extraordinary. The hospital’s commitment to 
accessibility and excellence is something I deeply 
admire. I look forward to contributing my efforts, 
alongside the other dedicated board members, 
to help advance their vital work and ensure that 
Deborah continues to serve its community with 
distinction.”

“I am incredibly excited to step into the 

role of EVP & Chief Philanthropy Officer at 

the Foundation. Having been a part of this 

extraordinary organization for many years,  

I've witnessed firsthand the profound impact  

of our collective efforts on the lives of our 

patients at Deborah Heart and Lung Center.”
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Deborah Hospital Foundation has 
been recognized with the prestigious 
NJBIZ 2024 Nonprofit of the 
Year Award, a testament to the 
organization’s extraordinary impact 
and commitment to the community. 
This accolade, bestowed amidst 
a field of exceptional contenders, 
underscores the Foundation’s  
pivotal role in ensuring access to 
world-class cardiac, pulmonary,  
and vascular care at Deborah Heart 
and Lung Center.

“Despite operating with a lean yet 
highly effective team of dedicated 
professionals, Deborah Hospital 
Foundation has cultivated a legacy 
of philanthropic excellence spanning 
over five decades. This enduring 
commitment has enabled countless 
patients and their families 

to receive specialized medical 
treatment without incurring out-of-
pocket expenses, a cornerstone 
of Deborah’s unique “no balance 
bill policy,” said Steve Toal, 
Executive Vice President and Chief 
Philanthropy Officer.

NJBIZ, renowned for its rigorous 
evaluation process, recognizes 
outstanding achievements across 
New Jersey’s business and 
nonprofit sectors. The Nonprofit 
of the Year Award, in particular, 
is highly coveted, with finalists 
subjected to meticulous scrutiny 
by a panel of esteemed past NJBIZ 
award recipients. This discerning 
panel’s selection of Deborah 
Hospital Foundation highlights the 
organization’s profound contributions 
to both healthcare accessibility and 
community well-being.

Jim Andrews, President and CEO 
of Deborah, expressed his gratitude 
and admiration for the team’s 
accomplishments. “The NJBIZ 
Nonprofit of the Year Award is a  
well-deserved honor for a team 
whose dedication and vision 
continue to make a profound 
difference in the lives of so many,” 
Andrews stated. “This recognition 
validates our commitment to ensuring 
that every patient, regardless of their 
financial circumstances, has access 
to the life-saving care they need.”

Deborah Hospital Foundation is a 
shining example of how a dedicated 
team can transform lives through the 
power of philanthropy.

Deborah Hospital Foundation  
named NJBIZ Nonprofit of the Year 

Bright Days, Brighter Future: Secure your legacy 
and protect your loved ones

P 
lan today for peace of mind tomorrow. 
Summer is the season of sunshine, growth, 
and making memories. It’s also the perfect 
time to ensure your future is secure. Creating 
a will and estate plan now means your loved 

ones are cared for—no matter what lies ahead.

Regardless of your age or the value of your assets, 
creating a will and estate plan is an essential step in 
ensuring that your assets are distributed according to 
your wishes, and that your loved ones are taken care 
of. With deep gratitude for your support, Deborah 
Hospital Foundation is sharing a simple, legal, and 
free way to create your will, to carry out your wishes 
and protect your loved ones. 

In just 20 minutes, you can create your own will and 
other estate planning documents for free online, with 

the help of our partner, FreeWill. Join thousands who 
are utilizing FreeWill to: 

•	 Dictate your vision for the future and your assets 

•	 Show your loved ones just how much you care 
about them 

•	 Create a lasting impact that heals hearts and 
restores hope, one beat at a time 

By using this service, you’ll get lifetime access to 
update and change your plan at no cost. You’ll even 
have the opportunity to include an optional legacy 
gift to further Deborah’s work and sustain life-saving 
treatments and services — at no cost. 

Please contact Ellen Krivchenia, Director, Legacy and 
Planned Gifts with questions at 609-893-0100 or 
ekrivchenia@deborahfoundation.org

Create your free will and estate plan today.  
Visit FreeWill.com/DeborahHospitalFoundation,  
or scan the QR code to learn more.

The Deborah Hospital Foundation team



A
s a young boy, Ronnie Friedman served 
coffee and collected tips during his 
mother’s weekly bustling bingo nights. 
Little did he know, those early moments 
were sowing the seeds of a lifelong 

commitment to Deborah Hospital Foundation.

This is a story of Ronnie, a man whose dedication to 
Deborah has spanned over five decades, a testament 
to the power of one person’s commitment to a cause 
greater than himself.

It began with Ronnie’s mother, Annette, and her 
friend, Rose, who, after receiving life-saving open-
heart surgery at Deborah, decided to give back. 
Their Suffolk, NY Chapter, fueled by gratitude, quickly 
became a cornerstone of Deborah’s fundraising 
efforts. And when Annette and Rose could no longer 
lead the charge, Ronnie stepped forward, carrying the 
torch with a passion that has illuminated the path for 
30 years.

“I remember the energy, the joy,” Ronnie recalls, his 
voice filled with warmth. “Seeing my mother and Rose 
connect with everyone, it was something special. 
That feeling, that sense of community, it’s what keeps 
me going.”

Ronnie’s dedication is more than just showing up. It’s 
about adapting, innovating, and ensuring the chapter’s 
continued success. He’s seen bingo evolve from lap 
boards to computer screens, always finding ways to 
keep the games engaging and the funds flowing. He’s 
built a family, a network of devoted volunteers, some 
of whom have been by his side for decades, sharing 
his commitment to Deborah’s mission.

And what a mission it is: no out-of-pocket expense 
to the patient for care received within Deborah Heart 
and Lung Center.

Ronnie understands the impact firsthand. He knows 
that every dollar raised translates into life-saving 
treatments, advanced technology, and a future filled 
with hope for patients at Deborah.

Think about it: more than $3 million raised through 
bingo, a testament to Ronnie’s leadership and the 
generosity of the community he’s fostered. That’s a 
legacy built on hard work, heart, and a genuine belief 
in the power of giving.

Even when faced with the challenges of a global 
pandemic, Ronnie and his team found a way to adapt, 
ensuring the games continued and the funds kept 
coming. They embraced new technology, expanded 
their reach, and emerged stronger than ever.

Ronnie’s story is an invitation. It’s a reminder that one 
person can make a profound difference. It’s a call 
to action, to join him in supporting Deborah’s vital 
mission.

Consider the impact of your own contribution. Your 
financial gift, no matter the size, will directly support 
Deborah’s ability to provide world-class care, invest 
in cutting-edge research, and ensure that no one is 
denied the treatment they need.

Ronnie’s commitment shows us what’s possible. He’s 
demonstrated that with dedication and a generous 
spirit, we can build a legacy of hope and healing. He’s 
shown us the power of consistent support.

Join Ronnie in making a difference. Invest in Deborah. 
Invest in life.

RONNIE’S BIG HEART:

A 50-year               of 
gaming for Deborah
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